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Stories of Resilience in Times of Crisis: Leading Holocaust Book Publisher Honored by Philadelphia Jewish
Community during ALA2025

Free Event: Sunday, June 29, 2025 | 5:00-7:00 PM
Location: Congregation Rodeph Shalom, 615 N Broad St, Philadelphia, PA 19123
Sponsored by: Tikvah, Holocaust Awareness Museum and Education Center, and pRISm

20 June, Philadelphia, PA — The Philadelphia Jewish community will honor Liesbeth Heenk, founder and editor-in-
chief of Amsterdam Publishers (AP), on Sunday, June 29, in recognition of her extraordinary work preserving
Holocaust memory and combating antisemitism and Holocaust denial.

Heenk, a Dutch art historian turned publisher, has made Amsterdam Publishers the leading international press for
Holocaust memoirs. Over the past decade, she has published more than 115 memoirs by survivors and their
descendants, many of which are now used in Holocaust education worldwide.

Joining Heenk at the event will be several of her authors (Nechama Birnbaum, Oren Schneider, Peter Wiesner, Evelyn
Joseph Grossman, Robin Black, Roslyn Bernstein, Max Friedman), all of whom are participating in the 2025
American Library Association (ALA) Conference in Philadelphia, June 25-30. She will speak about the urgent need
to preserve survivor testimonies and resist the politicization of Holocaust history. “Telling these stories — truthfully,
personally, powerfully — has never been more important,” says Heenk. “In every memoir, there’s a reminder of what
happens when hatred goes unchecked, but also a testament to the strength and humanity of those who endured.”

Though not Jewish herself, Heenk attributes her passion to her mother’s stories of growing up in Nazi-occupied
Holland, helping her family hide Jews and distribute anti-Nazi pamphlets as part of the Dutch resistance. “I feel
morally obliged to offer survivors and their families a platform where they can share their experiences,” she explains.
Amsterdam Publishers operates unlike most publishing houses. Its authors regularly collaborate, share stories, and
build community, including through annual gatherings supported by the Dutch Consulate in New York and a private
online group. “Our books not only document the horrors of the Holocaust but also celebrate the resilience of the human
spirit — Jewish survivors and the many who risked everything to help them.”

This special evening will serve as both a recognition and a call to action for librarians, educators, and community
leaders to continue uplifting these vital voices.

For more information:

Liesbeth Heenk +00 31 6 518 58260 / info@amsterdampublishers.com https://amsterdampublishers.com

On reverse: Amsterdam Publishers Authors participating in the ALA2025 event.
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Peter Wiesner, Bipolar Refugee. A Saga of Survival and Resilience (2023)

Mary Krotoczynski left Berlin in 1939 on the Kindertransport while her parents remained to perish in
the Holocaust. Her son chronicles her life as a refugee, first in England as a wartime nurse who
married a German prisoner of war. She and family emigrated to America where Mary built a new life
while bravely managing bipolar disorder and facing social and gender inequities as a single mother. A
celebration of resilience, adding to our understanding of the problems faced by Holocaust survivors
and their descendants. peterwiesner@comcast.net 267-885-7618

Evelyn Joseph Grossman, Hidden in Berlin, A Holocaust Memoir (2020) (also available in German)

HIDDEN
IN BERLIN

Ernst and his mother hid in a small room for 27 months, protected by a German couple. Meanwhile,
Lilo survived by working as a maid for a family who entertained Nazis, yet protected her with false
papers. This award-winning memoir, written by their daughter, is a tribute to human resilience and

moral courage. evgrossman@gmail.com

Max J. Friedman, Painful Joy. A Holocaust Family Memoir (2022)

A grandson’s innocent questions about survival spur the author on a five-year journey of discovery
about his parents, two Polish-Jewish Holocaust survivors who meet after their liberation from Bergen-
Belsen, having lost everyone. Who were they before the Holocaust, what happened to them and their
families, and how did their traumas affect future generations? This family saga uncovers unexpected
answers, including learning that the little the author knew from his parents often was not the whole
story or was imagined altogether. max.friedman@yahoo.com; 914-575-9576

THE Oren Schneider, The Apprentice of Buchenwald: The True Story of the Teenage Boy Who
AapuPcRHEENNTJvii [;‘ 1 Sabotaged Hitler’s War Machine (2023) (also available in German, and soon in Spanish)
Alexander Rosenberg’s comfortable life ends with the rise of Nazi Germany, forcing his Jewish family
into hiding. Captured and sent to Buchenwald, he and his father fight to survive as Alexander joins a
sabotage plot. After an air raid separates them, Alexander must use his courage and cunning to save
his father—a true story told by his grandson. Oren.schneider@gmail.com
OREN SCHNEIDER
' Nechama Birnbaum, The Redhead of Auschwitz. A true story (2021) (Amsterdam Publishers
T'he bestseller, available in 11 languages)

Rcdhcad
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'il Rosie was always told her red hair was a curse, but he never believed it. When her hair was shaven in
WIVZ Auschwitz, she knew no one could take the stubborn redhead resilience from her spirit.
nechama@nechamaBirnbaum.com

Harry Pila and Robin Black, The story of a Hidden Child (2022)

Harry Pila, born in Belgium in 1941 to Polish Jewish parents. Expecting to be deported soon, his
parents entrust their infant to gentile friends, unaware the couple is involved in British espionage.
Harry's protectors hide Harry in plain sight of the many SS officers they entertain. Scrupulously
researched, it also traces in heartbreaking detail the horrors endured by Harry’s parents in camps,
including Auschwitz-Birkenau. When one parent returns for him, Harry's world is turned upside-
down. robinandkevin@comcast.net

Roslyn Bernstein, The Girl who Counted Numbers. A Novel (2022)

“An engrossing mystery wrapped in a coming-of-age story and the heart-rending legacy of the
Holocaust.” - Kirkus Reviews (Starred Review)

rbernst662@gmail.com
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